Todd E. Meckley





       Assignment #1 – [Technology Vision]

Red = Denotes Revisions to Original Technology Vision
The fundamental purpose of education is to prepare students for a prosperous life after graduation.  To ensure this happens, there is an increasing need for teachers to modernize their approach to learning – “what they teach” and instruction – “how they teach”.  In a world of multi-media and digital technologies, students are no longer content sitting in parallel rows and listening to teacher-directed lectures.  Rather, we must engage students in real authentic intellectual work to ensure they are equipped with the skills, knowledge, and passion to be successful in this ever-changing world.
It is time to transform education to meet the 21st century needs of our students.  We have an obligation to our students and community to reinvent classroom instruction.  Making such a paradigm shift is certainly not easy nor is it cheap.  Strong leadership and commitment of resources are integral to the success of this vision.

Effective use of technology in the classroom calls for the following actions:

· Utilizing technology to defy the traditional methods of classroom instruction.  This would include the use of online tools such as Moodle, Google Docs, blogs, wikis, social bookmarks, and simulations.

· Engaging students and teachers in critical, creative, and reflective thinking.

· Encouraging collaboration, critical thinking, and the development of oral and written communication skills.

· Engaging students in complex challenges to prepare them for solving real world problems.  Incorporating project-based learning activities in instructional practices are highly engaging and essential at developing 21st century skills.
· Providing a more intellectually engaging, stimulating, and exciting classroom.

· Supporting the development of skills [i.e. collaboration, critical and creative thinking] that are necessary for social development, economic independence, and individual success in the 21st century.
· Teaching the safe and ethical use of technology.  This would include adhering to copyright laws and fair-use practices when using technology and Internet resources.
· Promoting the use of higher order thinking skills – analysis, comprehension, compare, contrast, and synthesis.
· Providing access to the most current technology resources.  Student’s brain structures are much different than their predecessors.  Therefore, we must instruct students much differently than traditional methods of classroom instruction.
· Allowing for global learning experiences rather than learning confined within the walls of the classroom.
· Promoting and supporting professional development that allows educators the opportunity to develop the skills needed to integrate technology resources in their own teaching and the many benefits of 21st century instruction on student achievement.
